
Who Speaks for You
Two Roles, One System
Every community in the UK is represented at both a national and a local level.

Member of Parliament

They sit in Parliament. They debate 
laws. They help shape national policy.

Much of their work takes place 
beyond the local area.

Local Councillor

They work within your community. 
They deal with everyday issues such 
as:

housing

roads

local services

They are often more directly involved 
in day-to-day concerns.

Both are elected. Both represent you. But they operate in different parts of the 
system.



A Difference in Participation
When it comes to voting:

General Elections
Turnout is often higher in general elections.

Local Elections
But much lower in local elections.



Why This Matters

Local Councillor

Local decisions shape your everyday environment.

Member of Parliament

National decisions shape the direction of the country.

Both shape your life in different ways.

Yet participation is not always equal.



The Reality
Whether you vote or not:

Decisions are still made

Outcomes still apply

Representation still operates

The system continues either way.



The Question
If both levels of representation matter,

why does participation differ?



Why Participation Differs

Participation is not always equal across elections.
General elections receive more attention.

They are widely covered, discussed, and understood as moments that shape 
the direction of the country.

Local elections receive less visibility.

They are often seen as less significant, even though they affect everyday life 
more directly.

This creates a gap in understanding:

National decisions feel more important.
Local decisions feel less visible.

As a result, participation is often higher at the national level, and lower at the 
local level.



The Message
You vote for two kinds of representatives.

One helps shape the country, (Member of Parliament).

The other, (Local Councillor) helps shape your everyday 
environment.

Understanding the system is the first step. Participation is what gives it meaning.
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